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What is marijuana decriminalization ?
In April, the new law takes effect in Rhode Island 

•	 Marijuana is still illegal. However, the penalties change on 4/1. 
Possession of less than one ounce of marijuana will still result in a fine 
and forfeiture of the marijuana but will no longer carry the possibility of 
jail time for the first two offenses in an 18 month period.

•	 Additional penalties for minors. If someone under 18 is 
arrested for possession of less than one ounce, in addition to fine and 
forfeiture, penalties also include  parental notification, community 
service, and attendance of a drug awareness program.

•	 Driving under the influence of marijuana remains 
a criminal offense regardless of the amount, and carries the 
same penalties as before. That is, a fine, community service, license 
suspension, a drugged driving course, and possible jail time.

Marijuana impacts learning, and causes
 impaired driving and addiction. 

Concerned about how to discuss marijuana and 
other drug use with your children? 

Visit www.thebayteam.org for resources.


